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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Thurrock  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 

This  Report  includes  the  report  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Gosling,  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  and  the  Report  is  my  thirty-fourth  report 
to  the  district  as  a  whole. 

The  Population  of  the  Urban  District  continues  to  grow  year 
by  year  and  the  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  for  Mid- Year  1958 
is  105,600. 

The  district  is  geographically  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
River  Thames  and  is  one  of  the  largest  Urban  Districts  in  the 
Country.  Not  only  has  the  district  extensive  industrial  development 
along  the  riverside  but  still  contains  a  very  large  agricultural 
community  in  the  north  of  the  area. 

Since  the  second  World  War  a  number  of  housing  estates  have 
developed  not  only  from  the  County  Council  of  London  but  also 
from  the  County  Boroughs  of  East  and  West  Ham.  Considerable 
extension  of  this  building  is  still  expected  at  the  Eastern  end  of 
the  District. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  responsible  to  the  Essex 
County  Council  for  the  control  of  certain  Health  Services  and  this 
factor  is  of  great  value  in  co-ordination.  The  report  will  contain, 
in  fact,  details  of  the  Clinics,  etc.,  carried  out  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Essex  County  Health  Services. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  health  of  the  district  has 
remained  at  a  high  level.  There  has  been  relatively  little  Infectious 
Disease  and  the  number  of  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  was 
extremely  low.  The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  continues  to 
decline. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  the  whole  of  the  Members  of  the 
Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  should  wish  to  place  on 
record,  for  the  information  of  the  Council  my  appreciation  of  the 
work  they  have  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review.  1  should 
also  like  to  place  on  record  my  gratitude  for  the  continued  support 
of  members  of  the  Council  and  Officials  of  other  Departments. 

I  am.  Yours  faithfully, 

W.  T.  G.  BOUL, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

34  Cresthill  Avenue, 

Grays,  Essex. 

Telephone  4641/4 
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SECTION  “A” 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 

Land  Area  of  the  District  (in  Acres)  ....  ....  42,000 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate  Mid-Year 

1958)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  105,600 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  or  Flats  (according  to  Rate 

Books)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  30,055 

Rateable  Value  (31/3/58)  . £1,288,232 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  (31/3/58)  ....  ....  ....  £5,125 

The  Thurrock  Urban  District  stretches  along  the  northern  bank 
of  the  River  Thames,  having  approximately  18  miles  of  river 
frontage.  The  inhabitants  of  this  portion  of  the  district  are  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  margarine,  cardboard,  cement,  footwear, 
building  materials,  soap,  in  Shipbreaking  Yards,  in  Tilbury  Docks, 
or  various  Oil  Works  at  Thames  Haven  or  Purfleet. 

An  increasing  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  travel 
daily  to  the  Metropolis. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 

The  following  figures  have  been  very  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Managers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Insurance  and 
the  Juvenile  Employment  Bureau. 


of  Unemployed  up  to  12/3/59:  — 

Men 

Women 

Grays  Employment  Exchange  .... 

333 

137 

Stanford-le-Hope  Exchange 

51 

22 

Tilbury  Exchange 

155 

60 

mployed  young  persons  as  at  31/12/58:  — 

Month 

Boys 

Girls 

January 

33 

18 

February 

25 

19 

March 

15 

21 

April 

31 

20 

May. 

23 

17 

June 

20 

16 

July 

11 

19 

August 

14 

24 

September  .... 

16 

27 

October 

32 

25 

November  .... 

23 

16 

December 

26 

15 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

Thurrock 
U  rban  District 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate  (939  males,  889  females)  ....  1,828 

Illegitimate  (35  males,  31  females)  ....  66 

Total  Live  Births  ....  ....  ....  1,894 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  (Crude)  17.93 

Mid-Year  Home  Population  (Adjusted)  15.77 


Still  Births — 

Legitimate  (12  males,  23  females)  ....  35 

Illegitimate  ( —  males,  —  females) 

Total  Still  Births  ....  ....  ....  35 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and 

Still)  Births  ....  ....  ....  18.14 

Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  ....  ....  1,929 


Deaths 

All  Causes  (474  males,  378  females)  ....  852 

Death  Rate  per  LOGO  estimated  (Crude)  8.07 

Mid-Year  Home  Population  (Adjusted)  11.70 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  (19 

males,  19  females)  ....  ....  ....  38 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  20.06 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

(35)  Legitimate  —  Live  Births  ....  17.14 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

(3)  Illegitimate  —  Live  Births  ....  45.45 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age....  24 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Births  ....  ....  ....  ....  12.67 

Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of  total 

live  births  ....  ....  ....  3.48% 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ....  Nil 
Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births  ....  ....  ....  — 


England 
and  Wales 


16.4 


21.6 


11.7 


22.5 
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The  following  table  has  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General:  — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

All  Causes 

474 

378 

852 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

7 

4 

11 

2.  Tuberculosis,  Other 

2 

- — 

2 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  .... 

1 

- — 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

— - 

— - 

_ — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .... 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

1 

1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

- — 

_ — 

8.  Measles  .... 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases.... 

— 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  Stomach 

22 

4 

26 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .... 

23 

5 

28 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— - 

18 

18 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

5 

5 

14.  Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  neoplasms 

35 

36 

71 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

5 

3 

8 

16.  Diabetes  .... 

3 

5 

8 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

51 

56 

107 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

102 

55 

157 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

12 

11 

23 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

39 

52 

91 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  .... 

13 

17 

30 

22.  Influenza 

4 

4 

8 

23.  Pneumonia 

23 

20 

43 

24.  Bronchitis 

28 

19 

47 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

8 

2 

10 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

8 

3 

11 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 

3 

7 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

8 

4 

12 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

— 

6 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  .... 

7 

4 

11 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases.... 

27 

39 

66 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

14 

— — 

14 

34.  All  other  accidents 

15 

5 

20 

35.  Suicide  . 

7 

2 

9 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— • 

— 

— 

SECTION  “B” 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

1.  (i)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  have  been 
enumerated  at  the  commencement  of  this  Report. 

(ii)  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Pathological  Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  as  in  past 
years  by  the  North  East  Metropolitan  Hospital  Regional  Board 
and  whilst  the  main  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Billericay  at  St. 
Andrew's  Hospital,  good  facilities  exist  at  Orsett  Hospital  in  the 
area.  The  thanks  of  the  Council  to  the  Tilbury  and  South  East 
Essex  Hospital  Management  Committee  should  be  given  in  the 
co-operation  received  from  Orsett  Hospital  during  the  year  having 
been  extremely  good.  The  list  of  examinations  which  can  be 
carried  out  is  very  comprehensive  and  of  a  widely  varying  scope 
but  relates  very  greatly  to-  pathological  reports  upon  such  specimens 
as  Cerebro-Spinal  Fluids,  blood,  faeces,  etc.  In  addition  the  area 
is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Southend-on- 
Sea  where  certain  examinations  of  milk,  water  and  ice-cream,  etc., 
are  carried  out.  Biological  samples  of  milk  are  examined  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Services,  County  Hall,  London. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  facilities  in  the  district  are  adequate  and  the 
Essex  County  Health  Services  maintain  a  large  ambulance  station 
in  the  Town  of  Grays  and  over  the  last  few  years  the  number  of 
vehicles  and  personnel  have  been  increased  very  greatly.  The 
ambulance  service  is  an  expensive  service  and  every  effort  should 
be  made  by  the  users  of  the  service  to  ensure  that  ambulances  are 
not  used  when  they  are,  in  fact,  not  required.  Certain  of  the  larger 
local  firms  provide  their  own  ambulance  service. 


Ambulances 

5 

Ambulance  Sitting  Case  Vehicles 

3 

Stretcher  cases 

3,877 

Sitting  cases 

6,648 

Walking  cases 

35,766 

Total  patients  conveyed 

46,291 

Total  mileage  run  .... 

229,210 

Admission  to  hospital 

1.458 

Conveyed  to  and  from  hospital  clinics 

40,148 

Street  Accidents  .... 

369 

Other  emergencies.... 

1 ,475 

Total  emergency  cases 

348 

Other  accidents 

2,192 
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(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nursing  Service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Essex 
County  Health  Services  and  the  area  can  be  said  to  be  reasonably 
well  served,  though  recruitment  is  difficult  and  there  are.  from  time 
to  time,  difficulties  owing  to  sickness  of  staff,  etc, 

In  the  district  as  a  whole  there  are  employed  thirty  whole¬ 
time  nursing  officers  and  three  part-time  and  the  table  herewith 
shows  something  of  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
by  this  service. 

No.  of  Visits  Paid  ....  ....  46,928 

Attendances  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics....  208 

Attendances  at  Ante-natal  Clinics  ....  1,340 

No.  of  Confinements  attended  ....  1,057 

(d)  Provision  of  Nursing  Appliances  in  the  Home. 

The  Essex  County  Health  Services  supply,  on  application, 
numerous  articles  of  equipment  for  the  patients  in  their  homes. 
Such  articles  include  bedrests,  bed  pans,  bed  cradles,  bed  tables, 
commodes,  mattresses,  wheelchairs  in  and  outdoor,  air  cushions, 
air  rings,  etc.  The  main  depot  for  distribution  is  at  Whitehall 
Lodge,  Whitehall  Lane,  Grays.  Nursing  equipment  on  loan  for  the 
sick,  does  not,  as  a  rule,  include  specialised  equipment  for  the 
permanently  incapacitated. 

(e)  Health  Centres,  Combined  Treatment  Centres 
and  Clinics. 

Attached  will  be  found  a  list  of  these  clinics  and  Treatment 
Centres  together  with  the  times  of  the  various  clinics  at  the  time 
of  writing  this  Report. 

It  should  be  noted  that  there  is  one  Health  Centre  built  in  the 
year  1955  from  which  not  only  the  services  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  function  but  also  General  Medical  and  Dental  Services. 
In  this  Centre  there  are  four  suites  of  consulting  rooms  for  Medical 
Practitioners  and  one  suite  for  a  Dental  Practitioner. 

(f)  Hospital  Services. 

The  area  of  the  Local  Authority  is  served  by  the  Tilbury  and 
South  Essex  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  contains  three 
Hospitals. 

(i)  Tilbury  &  Riverside  General  Hospital  (Orsett  Branch)  with 
230  beds  for  the  treatment  of  general  medical  cases. 
Orthopaedics,  Midwifery  and  Paediatrics. 

(ii)  Tilbury  &  Riverside  General  Hospital  (Tilbury  Branch) 
(General  Surgery)  74  beds. 

(iii)  Thurrock  Hospital  —  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  Tuberculosis 
and  Infectious  Diseases,  90  beds. 
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Considerable  extension  to  Orsett  Hospital  is  envisaged  in  the 
near  future  and  indeed  the  extension  of  these  facilities  depends  very 
greatly  upon  the  co-operation  with  the  Local  Authority  in  regard  to 
the  disposal  of  sewage  from  the  village  of  Orsett. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

The  Midwives,  District  Nurses  and  District  Nurse  Midwives 
working  in  the  area  are  upon  the  staff  of  the  Essex  County  Health 
Services.  The  establishment  for  the  area  is  33  and  it  is,  of  late 
years,  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  fill  vacancies  in  this  branch 
of  the  services.  The  co-operation  of  the  Local  Authority  in  provid¬ 
ing  housing  accommodation  is  of  great  assistance  in  filling  a  post. 

Health  Visitors’  Services. 

The  Health  Visitors’  Service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Essex 
County  Health  Services  and  the  establishment  for  the  area  is  14. 
The  Health  Visitors  also  have  to  assist  them  14  part-time  School 
Nurses.  The  duties  of  the  Health  Visitors  have  been  widely  extended 
in  the  last  few  years  to  include  the  domiciliary  care  of  all  within 
their  areas,  not  only  of  mothers  and  young  children  but  with  the 
ageing  population. 

No.  of  Visits  Paid  ....  ....  13,600 

No.  of  attendances  at  Welfare  Centres  1,448 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Essex 
County  Health  Services  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  1958  the  Staff 
for  the  area  comprised :  — 

(a)  Full-time  Domestic  Helps  ....  2 

(b)  Regular  Part-time  Domestic  Helps  103 

(c)  Casual  Domestic  Helps  ....  ....  114 

This  service  has  increased  very  greatly  over  the  last  ten  years. 
The  service,  initiated  for  assistance  to  be  given  in  households 
during  confinements  is  now  very  largely  extended  to  chronic  sick 
remaining  in  their  homes. 

Women’s  Welfare. 

The  Essex  County  Health  Services  are  responsible  for  three 
Women’s  Welfare  Centres  at  Grays,  Aveley,  and  the  London 
County  Council  Estate.  At  these  clinics  advice  is  given  on  medical 
grounds  in  regard  to  family  planning,  etc.,  in  addition  to  the  Family 
Planning  Association  Clinic  held  at  the  Grays  Welfare  Centre.  The 
Park,  Grays. 
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ESSEX 

District 

Aveley 

Aveley  Health  Centre 

Bulphan 

Chadwell-St.-Mary 

Corringham 

East  Tilbury 
Grays 

Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Purfleet  and 
West  Thurrock 

Stanford-le-Hope 


COUNTY  HEALTH  SERVICES 
THURROCK  DISTRICT 


Details  of  Clinic 

Child  Welfare 

Ante-natal 

Women’s  Welfare 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  Cough 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Child  Welfare 

Ante-natal  &  Women’s  Welfare 
Minor  Ailments 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Mothers  and  Children  either 
attend  at  Stanford  or  Grays 

Child  Welfare 

Ante-natal 

Mothercraft 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Child  Welfare 


Child  Welfare 


Child  Welfare 

Ante-natal 

Women’s  Welfare 

Family  Planning 

Old  Aged  Pensioners  Chiropody 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  Cough 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Child  Welfare 


Child  Welfare 
Ante-natal 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Child  Welfare 

Ante-natal 

Mothercraft 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination 


CLINICS 


Address 

Health  Services  Clinic, 
Hall  Lane, 

Aveley 


Health  Services  Centre, 
Darenth  Lane, 

Aveley 


Health  Services  Clinic, 
River  View, 
Chadwell-St.-Mary 


Baptist  Church, 
Central  Avenue, 
Corringham 

Bata  Welfare  Centre, 
East  Tilbury 

Health  Services  Clinic, 
The  Park,  Grays 


Community  Hall, 

High  Road, 
Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Health  Services  Clinic, 
London  Road,  and  Day 
Nursery,  W.  Thurrock 


Health  Services  Clinic, 
St.  Margaret’s  Hall, 
Stanford-le-Hope 
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District 

Details  of  Clinic 

Address 

Grays  North  Ward 

Child  Welfare 

Health  Services  Clinic, 

Ante-natal 

Stifford  Long  Lane, 

Ante-natal  Exercises 

Post-natal  Exercises 

Mothercraft 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Grays 

Tilbury 

Child  Welfare 

Health  Services  Clinic, 

Ante-natal 

Newton  Road, 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Tilbury 

South  Ockendon 

Child  Welfare 

Health  Services  Clinic, 

Ante-natal 

Village  Hall, 

Post-natal 

Diphtheria  &  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

South  Ockendon 

Day  Nurseries. 

The  Essex  County  Health  Services  control  two  Day  Nurseries 
in  the  area  at  Grays  and  West  Thurrock.  In  each  Nursery  there 
are  30  places. 

Chiropody. 

My  previous  reports  have  commented  the  need  for  chiropody 
services  in  the  area,  and,  indeed,  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
Health  Committee  took  up  this  question  with  their  Member  of 
Parliament.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  it  has  now  been  announced 
that  an  extension  of  chiropody  services  under  the  auspices  of  Local 
Authorities  can  be  entertained. 

Mobile  Meals. 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  have  a  limited  distribution 
of  meals  on  certain  days  upon  application.  During  the  Year  under 
review  the  Local  Authority  increased  their  annual  grant  of  £300 
to  £450. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  service  may  be  extended  to  the  districts  of 
Stanford-le-Hope  and  Corringham  before  the  end  of  the  year  1959. 
I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  G.  F.  Taylor,  Deputy  Centre  Organiser,  for 
the  following  information:  — 

Approximate  No.  of  Meals  Distributed  6,000 
Total  Mileage  (approx.)  ....  ....  4.500 

Preventive  Medicine. 

During  the  year  extensive  effort  was  made  by  Officers  of  the 
Local  Authority  to  arrange  the  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  of 
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as  many  patients  as  possible.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report 
the  age  groups  affected  were  those  born  1933  to  1958  (if  six  months 
of  age)  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  17,617  patients 
have  been  vaccinated  either  by  their  own  doctor  or  by  the  medical 
staff  of  the  Essex  County  Health  Services.  In  addition  3,003 
patients  have  had  boost  injections  during  this  period. 

Housing. 

The  Council  have  8,634  Council  Houses  and  in  addition  the 
London  County  Council,  the  East  Ham  Borough  Council  and  the 
West  Ham  Borough  Council  have  built  or  are  building  Estates. 
Despite  this  there  still  remains  a  total  number  of  3,108  applicants 
upon  the  waiting  list.  The  allocation  of  Thurrock  Council  Houses 
is  dealt  with  upon  a  points  scheme  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  allowed  to  recommend  extra  points  upon  medical  evidence 
submitted  on  behalf  of  patients.  During  the  year  under  review  196 
cases  were  investigated  and  points  awarded. 

Medical  Examination  of  Staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  medically  examines  entrants  to 
the  Council’s  service  and  also  deals  with  medical  questions  arising 
in  regard  to  medical  examinations.  During  the  year  41  examinations 
were  carried  out. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47). 

During  the  Year  several  cases  have  been  investigated  with  a 
view  to  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  or  other  institutions 
under  this  Section  of  the  Act.  All  patients  however,  eventually 
consented  to  admission  voluntarily. 

Disposal  of  the  Dead. 

The  South  Essex  Crematorium  situated  just  over  the  boundary 
of  the  district  at  Corbels  Tey  is  carried  on  with  the  Borough  of 
Romford  and  the  Urban  District  of  Hornchurch.  The  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  of  the  constituent  authorities  act  as  Medical 
Referees  and  during  the  year  the  remains  of  170  persons  from  the 
Thurrock  Urban  District  were  disposed  of. 

Co-operation  with  the  City  and  Port  of  London. 

The  Urban  District  of  Thurrock  contains  Tilbury  Docks  into 
which  an  enormous  amount  of  shipping  arrives.  For  some 
years  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  also  been  Consultant 
Physician  to  the  Port  on  the  staff  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  and  Port  of  London  and  two  Assistant  Medical  Officers 
of  the  Essex  County  Health  Services  working  in  the  Thurrock 
Urban  District  act  as  Boarding  Medical  Officers. 
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SECTION  “C” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

The  principal  water  supply  of  the  area  is  provided  by  South 
Essex  Waterworks  Company,  the  vast  majority  of  the  premises  in 
the  district  being  served  thereby.  A  small  part  of  the  area  at 
Langdon  Hills  is  served  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company, 
whilst  the  Council  purchase  water  from  the  Basildon  Urban 
District  Council  and  act  as  distributors  for  the  Langdon  Hills  area. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity 
throughout  the  year  and  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

No.  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination :  — 

(a)  From  Public  Mains  ....  15 

(b)  From  Wells  ....  ....  4 

In  two  cases  samples  of  well  water  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

No.  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  chemical 
examination :  — 

(a)  From  Public  Mains  ....  2 

(b)  From  Wells  ....  ....  3 

In  one  case  a  sample  of  well  water  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  three  unsatisfactory  samples  mentioned  above  were  from 
the  same  well  which  supplied  water  to  a  cafe  in  the  rural  part  of 
the  area.  Efforts  were  immediately  made  to  persuade  the  owner  of 
the  premises  to  connect  to  a  nearby  water  main  but  the  property 
became  vacant. 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


direct  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  29,991 

Estimated  population  served  ....  ....  ....  105,378 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  supplied  by 

means  of  standpipes  ....  ....  ....  21 

Estimated  population  served  ....  ....  ....  73 

No.  of  houses  served  by  wells  or  stored  rainwater  ....  43 

Estimated  population  served  ....  ....  ....  149 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  extensive  sewerage  schemes  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  period  under  review  but  the  year  saw  the  completion  of  the 
new  sewer  linking  the  village  of  Orsett  with  the  Council’s  Trunk 
Sewer.  This  means  that  sewage  from  Orsett  now  goes  to  the  main 
Disposal  Works  at  Marsh  Farm  and  the  small  Disposal  Works  at 
Orsett  is  now  closed. 
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The  first  stage  of  the  Grays  Central  Surface  Water  Scheme  has 
now  been  completed  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  flooding  which  takes 
place  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  after  heavy  rain  will,  to  some 
extent,  be  relieved. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  principal  river  in  the  area  is  the  Thames,  on  the  north 
bank  of  which  the  Thurrock  Urban  District  stands.  In  addition, 
the  Mardyke  rises  above  Bulphan  and  Orsett  Fens  and  discharges 
into  the  Thames  at  Aveley.  There  are,  in  addition,  various  small 
tidal  streams  which  also  discharge  into  the  Thames. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  were  695  cesspools  and  635  pail  closets  in  the  area  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Public  Cleasing 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Cleansing  Superintendent  and 
no  important  change  in  the  general  arrangements  took  place  during 
the  year. 

It  is  the  Council’s  policy  to  empty  household  dustbins  weekly 
and  cesspools  fortnightly. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on  a  site 
at  Baker  Street,  Orsett. 

From  time  to  time  complaints  are  received  from  members  of 
the  public  regarding  the  condition  of  waste  food  bins.  These  bins 
are  placed  at  selected  points,  usually  on  the  footpath  or  verge  and 
emptied  by  the  Council  three  times  per  week.  I  have,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  these  bins,  the  contents  of  which  give  rise 
to  large  numbers  of  maggots  and  flies,  but  the  Public  Cleansing 
Committee  have,  hitherto,  been  reluctant  to  abandon  waste  food 
collection.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  during  the  coming  year 
the  waste  food  scheme  will  either  be  abolished  or  the  communal 
bins  replaced  by  individual  household  receptacles. 

Swimming  Baths. 

There  are,  within  the  area,  six  swimming  baths  as  follows :  — 
Public  ...  ....  ....  1 

Private  ....  ....  ....  2 

Schools  ....  ....  ....  3 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  50  of  which 
7  were  unsatisfactory. 

Four  of  these  were  from  the  Exmouth  Swimming  Pool  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  and  an  investigation  was  carried  out  in 
collaboration  with  the  Parks  Department.  Undoubtedly  the  bath 
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was  overloaded  —  mainly  by  school  children  —  and  arrangements 
were  made  with  the  Education  Authority  to  reduce  the  number  of 
school  children  using  the  bath  daily  by  50%.  As  soon  as  this  came 
about  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

The  remaining  three  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  an 
Approved  School  in  the  area  and  seemed  to  be  due  to  some 
confusion  regarding  the  technique  of  chlorination.  After  a  meeting 
with  representatives  of  the  London  County  Council,  the  difficulties 
were  resolved  and  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

In  cases  where  the  amount  of  free  chlorine  departs  from  the 
recommended  standard  of  0.2  -  0.5  p.p.m.,  the  persons  concerned 
are  advised  to  adjust  the  rate  of  chlorination  accordingly. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  area  contains  many  large  industrial  plants  situated  along 
the  river  front  and  the  department  pays  constant  attention  to 
factory  chimneys  with  a  view  to  seeing  that  smoke  is  not  emitted 
in  such  quantities  as  to  infringe  the  regulations. 

During  the  year  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods) 
Regulations,  1958,  came  into  force  and  these  provide  a  definite 
standard  by  which  emissions  from  chimneys  can  be  judged. 

The  department  has  been  particularly  concerned  with :  — 

(1)  The  periodical  emission  of  dense  black  smoke  from  a  factory 
engaged  in  the  recovery  of  lead  and  copper  from  rubber- 
covered  cable. 

(2)  The  discharge  of  detergent  powder  from  a  large  synthetic 
detergent  factory. 

(3)  The  periodical  emission  of  excessive  smoke  from  the  boiler 
chimneys  of  a  local  hospital  and  a  rubber  company. 

In  the  first  case  reference  was  made  to  the  Clean  Air 
Information  Service,  to  whom  the  Council  pay  an  annual  contri¬ 
bution,  and  it  was  arranged  for  a  consultant  to  visit  the  firm  in 
question.  Plans  have  been  drawn  up  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
provide  a  solution  to  this  difficult  problem.  In  the  second  case, 
arrangements  are  being  made  to  raise  the  cyclone  outlets  and  whilst 
this  will  not  provide  a  solution,  an  improvement  by  way  of  increased 
dispersion  will  be  obtained. 

In  the  third  instance  the  cause  is  undoubtedly  due  to  an  old 
and  overloaded  boiler  plant.  I  am  informed  that  the  renewal  of 
this  plant  is  included  in  a  scheme  for  the  extension  of  the  hospital 
premises.  So  far  as  the  rubber  company  is  concerned,  the  factory 
is  now  closed. 

Alkali,  etc..  Works. 

During  the  year  the  Alkali,  etc..  Works  Order,  1958,  came  into 
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operation  with  the  result  that  the  Tilbury  Generating  Station  was 
transferred  to  the  Alkali  Inspectorate. 

The  following  works  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Alkali 
Works  Inspector  and  complete  co-operation  exists  between  him 
and  this  department :  — 

Cement  Production  ....  ....  4 

Synthetic  Detergent  Plant  (Part)  ....  1 

Oil  Refineries  ....  ....  ....  3 

Electricity  Production  ....  ....  1 

Unquestionably  the  principal  single  source  of  atmospheric 
pollution  still  takes  the  form  of  dust  from  the  cement  works, 
although  I  am  informed  that  there  has  been  some  diminution  in 
output  of  cement  during  the  year.  Of  the  14  kilns  operating  in  the 
area  1 1  are  fitted  with  electro-static  precipitators  —  the  remaining 
3  kilns  being  small  and  not  in  regular  use.  The  total  production  of 
cement  is,  however,  so  great  that  the  amount  of  dust  slipping  past 
the  precipitators  reaches  a  high  figure  over  the  course  of  a  year. 
The  Alkali  Works  Inspector  is,  however,  satisfied  that  the  firms 
concerned  are  taking  the  best  practicable  means  to  minimise  the 
emission  of  dust.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a  similar  number 
of  cement  kilns  exist  on  the  Kent  side  of  the  river  and,  the  prevailing 
wind  being  south-west,  some  of  the  dust  from  Kent  is  added  to 
that  from  Thurrock. 

Very  few  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  malodorous 
emissions  from  the  Oil  Refineries  at  Shell  Haven  and  Coryton. 
This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  these  Refineries  are  situated 
on  the  eastern  boundary  of  Thurrock  whilst  the  prevailing  wind  is 
south-west.  These  works  undoubtedly  present  a  complicated 
chemical  engineering  problem  —  there  are  catalytic  crackers, 
distillation  units,  pipelines,  pumps,  valves,  etc.,  and  to  quote  the 
Chief  Alkali,  etc.,  Works  Inspector’s  report,  some  complaint  is 
inevitable.  The  number  of  potential  sources  of  smell  emissions  on 
a  large  refinery  is  legion.  All  that  can  be  done  is  being  done  to 
keep  the  incidence  of  emissions,  and  their  duration,  to  a  minimum 
and  this  is  a  mammoth  task  for  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector. 

There  is  an  arrangement  whereby,  should  a  complaint  be 
received  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night,  contact  can  be  made 
immediately  with  the  appropriate  person  at  the  Refinery. 

Installation  of  Furnaces  and  Chimney  Heights. 

During  the  year  9  notifications  were  made  regarding  the 
installation  of  new  furnaces  involving  the  construction  of  6 
chimneys. 

In  8  cases  it  was  proposed  to  use  oil-firing  whilst  in  the 
remaining  instance  a  low-ram  mechanical  stoker  was  to  be  installed. 
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In  all  cases  agreement  was  subsequently  reached  on  the 
question  of  chimney  height. 

Byelaws. 

During  the  year  byelaws  under  Section  24  of  the  Clean  Air  Act 
were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
and  came  into  operation  on  1st  June,  1958.  They  require  new 
buildings  to  be  provided  with  only  such  appliances  for  heating  and 
cooking  as  are  suitably  designed  for  burning  authorised  smokeless 
fuels.  Their  enforcement  is  carried  out  by  the  Building  Inspectors. 

Smoke  Control  Areas. 

At  the  time  of  preparing  this  report,  the  Council  are  engaged 
in  determining  their  policy  regarding  the  formation  of  Smoke 
Control  Areas.  The  implementation  of  this  policy  is  dependent 
upon  the  requisite  number  of  additional  staff  being  obtained  and 
this  aspect  is  receiving  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Council. 

Deposit  Gauges. 

The  deposit  gauges  and  peroxide  cylinder  have  been  kept  in 
operation  and  the  Council  have  co-operated  closely  with  the 
Thameside  Joint  Committee  to  whom  the  results  are  forwarded. 


The  results  from  the  deposit  gauges  for  the  year  under  review 


are  appended. 

Tons 

per  square  mile 

Mg.  per  ioo  sq.  Cm. 

Month  Cole 

&  Lecquire’s  WardAvenue 

Sulphur  Trioxiae 

Jetty 

Allotments 

January 

55.01 

38.17 

3.25 

February 

30.39 

26.84 

2.18 

March 

18.17 

13.13 

2.15 

April 

19.53 

Gauge  broken 

1.30 

May 

24.48 

Gauge  broken 

1.25 

June 

30.20 

27.00 

1.23 

July 

28.37 

28.33 

1.13 

August 

28.75 

32.99 

0.92 

September 

23.52 

21.68 

1.41 

October 

29.82 

39.09 

1.51 

November 

18.21 

21.97 

1.34 

December 

35.44 

31.40 

2.62 

These  results  include  not  only  cement  dust,  but  dust,  grit  and 
gritty  particles  from  domestic  and  other  sources. 

Disinfestation  and  Disinfection. 

In  addition  to  the  treatment  of  verminous  premises  (detailed 
elsewhere  in  this  report)  the  Council  assists  occupiers  of  premises  in 
the  eradication  of  other  pests,  e.g.,  earwigs,  ants  and  wasps,  either 
by  the  sale  of  suitable  insecticides  or  by  disinfestation  for  which  a 
charge  is  made,  the  latter  procedure  being  used  in  the  case  of 
wasps  nests. 
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In  certain  cases  of  infectious  disease  (e.g..  Smallpox,  Polio¬ 
myelitis,  Meningococcal  Infection)  rooms  are  fumigated  with 
formaldehyde  and  the  bedding  removed  for  steam  sterilisation  to 
the  Thurrock  Hospital. 

The  number  of  rooms  so  fumigated  was  32  and  in  19  cases 
bedding  was  removed. 

Rodent  Control. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Rodent  Officer  deals  with  all  complaints  regarding  rodent 
infestations;  private  dwellinghouses  are  treated  without  cost  but 
tradei  premises  are  charged  on  a  basis  of  total  cost  plus  Establish¬ 
ment  Charges.  Estimates  are  not  normally  given  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  determining  how  many  visits  are  likely  to  be  made 
before  the  premises  are  cleared.  However,  if  required,  estimates 
are  given. 

The  Rodent  Officer  carries  out  regular  treatments  at  sewage 
works,  refuse  tips  and  to  the  Council’s  sewers. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  the  Rodent  Staff  and 
covers  the  period  1st  April,  1958  -  31st  March,  1959:  — 


Local 

Authority 

Premises 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

All 

Other 

Premises 

TOTAL 

i.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of : 

(a)  Notification 

60 

388 

76 

524 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act 

— 

59 

4 

63 

(c)  Otherwise 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Total  inspections  carried 
out  —  including  reinspec¬ 
tions 

192 

1483 

292 

1967 

3.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sec.  i)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 
by : 

Co  \  Mai°r  - 

7 

1 

8 

16 

Minor 

48 

3i5 

32 

395 

(b)  Mice 

Major 

— 

— 

7 

7 

Minor 

5 

 131 

33 

169 

4.  Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  (in  Sec.  3)  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority  ...  J 

60 

447 

80 

587 
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Old  Metal  Dealers. 

By  the  Old  Metal  Dealers  (No.  2)  Order,  1952,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  Home  Office,  declared  Section  86  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  to  be  in  force  in  the  Urban  District. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  29  persons  had  been  registered  as 
Dealers  in  Old  Metal. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

The  number  of  licences  to  keep  Pet  Shops  issued  during  the 
year  was  6. 

Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

No  premises  in  the  area  are  registered  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Act. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957. 

The  authority  for  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950  —  the 
Essex  County  Council  —  delegated  to  the  Council  as  from  1st 
January,  their  functions  regarding  the  licensing  of  boiling  plants 
for  animal  feeding-stuffs. 

The  number  of  plants  so  licensed  during  the  year  was  27. 
Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Visits  Paid 


Atmospheric  Pollution  ....  ....  ....  203 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  59 

Caravans  ....  ....  ....  ....  300 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ....  ....  ....  4 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ....  ....  ....  68 

Dustbins  ....  ....  ....  ....  460 

Dwellinghouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  2,591 

Factories  (Mechanical)  ....  ....  ....  83 

Factories  (Non-mechanical)....  ....  ....  6 

Fairs  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Food  Inspection  ....  ....  ....  ....  172 

Food  Preparation  Premises....  ....  ....  436 

Food  Shops  Inspection  ....  ....  ....  540 

Food  Vehicles  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ....  ....  ....  47 

Infectious  Disease  ....  ....  ....  ....  779 

Licensed  Premises ....  ....  ....  ....  170 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  515 
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Meat  Inspection  .... 

....  .... 

1,000 

Outworkers 

• • * «  •••• 

53 

Overcrowding 

••••  •••• 

33 

Pet  Animals 

••••  .  •  •  • 

10 

Rat  Suppression  .... 

....  •  • .  • 

51 

Refuse  tips  and  accumulations 

....  e  •  .  . 

167 

Rent  Act 

,  .  ,  ,  «>«•« 

107 

Sampling:  Food  .... 

«...  .... 

512 

Ice  Cream 

...  .... 

359 

Milk  .... 

....  .... 

742 

Swimming  Bath  .... 

57 

Water  .... 

.  .  *  .... 

99 

Schools  .... 

««-.  .... 

50 

Shops  Act,  1950  .... 

....  .... 

314 

Slaughterhouses  (excluding  Meat  Inspection)  .... 

28 

Stables  and  pigsties 

....  .... 

53 

Waste  Foods  Order 

*  •  *  .... 

123 

Workplaces 

.... 

5 

The  number  of  visits  has  shown  an  increase  and  this  is 
primarily  due  to  the  fact  that  the  inspectorate  has,  for  most  of  the 
year,  been  up  to  establishment. 

I  am  pleased  to  record,  however,  that  the  Council  are  giving 
consideration  to  the  question  of  increasing  the  staff. 
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SECTION  “D” 

HOUSING 

New  Houses. 

No.  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year:  — 

By  local  authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  131 

By  other  local  authorities  ....  ....  ....  160 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  ....  ....  ....  402 

Improvement  Grants. 

No.  of  applications  received  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  applications  granted  (received  in  1957)  ....  5 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ....  822 

(b)  Number  of  inspections/ re-inspections  made  for 

that  purpose  ....  ....  ....  ....  2,591 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  1)  inspected  under  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections /re-inspections  made  for 

that  purpose  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation,  and  not  capable  at  a  reasonable 
expense  of  being  rendered  fit  ....  ....  2 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 
human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  530 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  their  officers .  ....  ....  352 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Housing  Act ,  1957.  Section  9  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(B)  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  matters  to  be 

remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  200 
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(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  matters  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  (including 
those  outstanding  from  1957):  — 

(a)  By  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  179 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  12 

(C)  Sections  16  and  23,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 

takings  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  were 
accepted  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  to  render  fit  were  accepted  ....  ....  Nil 

(D)  Section  17,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  closed  ....  ....  ....  1 

Legal  Proceedings 


During  the  year  Court  Proceedings  for  the  Abatement  of 
Nuisances  were  taken  on  two  occasions.  Before  the  hearing,  how¬ 
ever,  the  nuisances  were  abated  and  the  cases  were  therefore 
withdrawn,  the  defendants  paying  the  costs. 

Clearance  Areas. 

Housing  Act,  1957.  Section  42. 

During  the  year  three  areas  involving  25  houses  were  submitted 
for  confirmation  and  a  total  of  six  areas,  involving  40  houses,  were 
confirmed  by  the  Minister. 

Two  clearance  areas,  one  in  Grays  involving  six  houses,  and 
one  in  Purfleet  involving  four  houses,  were  demolished  and  sites 
cleared,  the  occupants  having  been  given  alternative  accommodation 
by  the  Council. 

Despite  the  improvement  which  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
Tilbury  Redevelopment  Scheme,  there  are  still  many  houses  in  the 
area  —  particularly  in  Grays  —  which,  although  not  unfit  for  human 
habitation  in  the  sense  that  they  can  be  closed  or  demolished,  are 
lacking  the  amenities  which  ought  to  form  part  of  every  house,  e.g., 
bathrooms,  internal  W.C.s  and  hot  water  systems. 

In  my  view  there  is  need  for  early  action,  either  voluntarily  by 
owners  or  compulsorily  by  law.  to  bring  these  houses  up  to  modern 
standards. 
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Rent  Act,  1957. 

Slightly  less  use  was  made  of  the  Rent  Act  during  the  year  but 
I  do  not  think  that  this  is  an  indication  that  matters  have  improved. 
There  are  still  many  tenants  who  do  not  understand  properly  the 
procedure  under  this  Act  with  the  result  that  many  are  paying 
increased  rents  in  respect  of  property  which  could  be  subject  to  a 
Certificate  of  Disrepair  or  an  Undertaking. 

I  can  only  repeat  that  conditions  would  have  been  more 
satisfactory  had  the  initial  inspection  of  dwellinghouses  been  left  to 
the  officers  of  the  local  authority  rather  than  to  tenants. 

Details  of  the  administration  of  this  Act  are  as  follows :  — 


1957 

1958 

No.  of  Applications  received 

, , , , 

68 

56 

No.  of  Undertakings  accepted 

•  • .  • 

40 

48 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 

•  •  •  • 

10 

26 

No.  of  Unexpired  Forms  “J” 

•  •  •  • 

8 

Nil 

No.  of  Applications  awaiting  Committee 

Verminous  Premises. 

.... 

10 

Nil 

Ten  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin  as  follows : 

Bugs  9  premises  (10  treatments  carried  out). 

Fleas  1  premises  (1  treatment  carried  out). 

This  figure  does  not  include  houses  on  the  Council’s  estates 
which  are  supervised  by  the  Estates  Department. 

Where  houses  are  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin,  all  rooms 
affected  and  all  effects  therein  are  sprayed  with  a  vermicide  con¬ 
taining  D.D.T.,  or  Gammexane.  A  charge  is  made  where  the 
work  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department  on  the  basis 
of  10/6d.  per  room  disinfested. 

Overcrowding. 

During  the  year  31  investigations  were  made  into  complaints 
of  overcrowding.  Where  overcrowding  was  established  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Housing  Department,  although  I  am  afraid  the 
Council  are  not  yet  in  a  position  to  rehouse  merely  because  of 
overcrowding. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

The  provisions  regarding  moveable  dwellings  are  governed  by 
Section  109  of  the  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1933,  which  prohibits 
the  occupation  of  such  dwellings  used,  or  intended  to  be  used,  for 
an  unbroken  period  of  three  months  without  the  previous  consent 
of  the  Council. 

There  is  in  the  area  a  private  caravan  site  which  has  been 
approved  for  the  use  of  twenty  caravans. 
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The  Council  are  anxious  that  caravans  should  not  be  placed 
indiscriminately  in  the  area  and  it  is  only  after  serious  consideration 
that  approval  is  given  to  caravans  other  than  on  the  site  already 
mentioned. 

There  is,  however,  a  large  amount  of  contract  work  in  the 
district  and  approval  is  frequently  sought  for  the  siting  of  caravans 
for  short  periods,  e.g.,  three  to  six  months,  and  the  Council  have 
felt  bound  to  give  their  approval  in  several  of  these  instances. 

In  addition  the  Council  view  sympathetically  applications  for 
the  temporary  siting  of  caravans  upon  plots  of  land  on  which  the 
applicant  is  building  a  house. 

Planning  approval  is  also  required  for  the  siting  of  caravans 
but  the  Planning  Authority  is  the  County  Council  and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  the  decisions  of  that  authority  and  the  local 
authority  are  not  always  uniform  with  the  result  that  the  situation 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  caravan  dweller  is  most  confusing. 

During  the  year  19  applications  (excluding  applications  in 
respect  of  the  approved  site  in  Corringham)  were  received,  of  which 
18  were  approved. 

The  problem  of  gypsy  caravans  seems  to  be  increasing.  Owing, 
lit  is  thought,  to  building  on  their  usual  parking  places  nearer 
London,  they  are  frequently  to  be  found  on  land  adjoining  some  of 
the  main  roads  in  the  area.  The  utmost  vigilance  is  necessary  by 
the  department  in  order  to  ensure  that  these  caravans  are  not 
permitted  to  remain  for  any  length  of  time. 

Complaints  Received. 

During  the  year  1,101  complaints  were  received  from  residents, 
within  the  Urban  District  Every  effort  is  made  to  deal  with  such 
complaints  on  the  day  of  receipt. 


Details  of  Work  Executed. 

Rooms : 

Dampness  remedied  ....  ....  ...  ....  79 

Stripped,  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ....  6 

Plaster  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  87 

Floors  repaired  ....  ....  ..  .  ....  53 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ....  . ...  ....  80 

Stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  23 

Doors,  locks,  etc.,  repaired  or  renewed  ....  26 

Staircases : 

Stripped  and  redecorated  ....  ...  ....  1 

Handrails  fixed  ....  ....  ...  ....  2 

Repaired  ....  ....  ....  .  ....  7 
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Sanitary  Fitments : 

New  sinks,  etc.  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

W.C.s.  and  pail  closets  repaired  ....  ....  ....  27 

New  pedestals  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  9 

Soil  or  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  19 

Drains : 

Unstopped  or  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  28 

Gullies  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ...  ....  9 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  or  inserted  ....  ....  13 

New  drains  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Water  Supplies  and  Fittings : 

Repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  88 

Gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ....  74 

Walls  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  ....  *25 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  ....  ....  ....  5 

Dustbins  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  91 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Accumulations  removed  ....  ....  ....  3 
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SECTION  “E” 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. 

There  are  within  the  area  1 1  registered  dairies  and  licences  for 
the  sale  of  designated  milk  have  also  been  issued  in  respect  of  112 
shop  premises.  In  addition  3  outside  firms  carry  on  a  vehicular 
trade  within  the  district. 

Milk  (Special  Designation )  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  / 1953. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949/1953. 

Number  of  licences  issued :  — 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ....  ....  ....  42 

(b)  Pasteurised  Milk  ....  ....  ....  66 

(c)  Sterilised  Milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  121 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued  :  — 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ....  ....  ....  3 

(b)  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ....  ..  .  3 

(c)  Sterilised  Milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Pasteurising  Plants. 

There  are  two  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district,  one  of  the 
H.T.S.T.,  type  with  a  1,500  G.P.H.,  capacity  and  the  other  of  the 
“Holder”  type,  with  a  200  G.P.H.  capacity.  These  plants  have 
both  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year,  with  the  exception 
of  the  incidents  mentioned  later  in  this  section  in  respect  of  the 
smaller  of  the  two  plants. 

Milk  Samples. 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested. 

52  samples  of  T.T.  milk  were  taken,  one  of  which  failed  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  giving  a  percentage  of  1.92. 

(b)  Pasteurised. 

471  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  of  which  11  were 
unsatisfactory,  giving  a  percentage  of  2.33. 

(c)  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised). 

28  samples  of  T.T.  pasteurised  milk  were  taken,  all  of  which 
were  satisfactory. 
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(d)  Sterilised. 

33  samples  of  sterilised  milk  were  taken,  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory. 

(e)  Biological . 

78  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  submission  to  the  biological 
test  with  a  view  to  determining  the  presence  or  otherwise  of 
tubercle  bacilli.  In  no  case  was  a  positive  result  obtained. 


Milk  Samples  which  failed  the  appropriate  Tests  during  1958. 


Designation 

Failure 

Sample  from 

Past. 

T.T. 

Plants  within 
the  area 

Plants  outside 
the  area 

5 

i 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

3 

3 

6 

— 

Phosphatase  Test 

3 

3 

In  the  case  of  the  six  samples  from  premises  outside  the  area, 
the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  appropriate  authority  but  no 
satisfactory  explanation  was  forthcoming. 

So  far  as  the  three  local  samples  which  failed  the  methylene 
blue  test  are  concerned,  it  is  thought  that  these  results  were  caused 
by  the  extremely  warm  weather  prevailing  at  the  time  of  sampling. 

The  remaining  three  samples  which  failed  the  phosphatase  test 
were  from  the  same  plant.  This  plant  is  several  years  old  and  of 
small  capacity.  The  dairyman  concerned  was  advised  to  have  it 
overhauled  and  arising  from  this  the  thermometers  were  found  to 
be  inaccurate.  Subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Slaughterhouses. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  5  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district  of  which  3  were  in  regular  use.  Applications 
for  the  renewal  of  two  of  these  licences  were  refused,  the  premises 
not  complying  with  the  Byelaws  adopted  by  the  Council  on  14th 
April,  1957. 

On  1st  August,  1958,  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  came  into 
operation  and  made  important  changes  in  the  system  of  licensing 
which  is  no'  longer  wholly  in  the  hands  of  local  authorities. 

Regulations  have  been  made  governing  standards  of  hygiene, 
construction  and  the  prevention  of  cruelty.  These  regulations  came 
into  force  on  1st  January,  1959,  but  those  relating  to  construction 
and  equipment  apply  to  new  premises  only  and  do  not  apply  to 
existing  premises  until  the  Minister  so  determines. 
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Knacker’s  Yard. 

There  is  only  one  Knacker’s  Yard  in  the  area  and,  although  it 
is  licensed,  it  has  not  been  used  during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  deferred  an  application  for 
the  renewal  of  this  licence  in  order  to  give  the  licensee  an 
opportunity  of  complying  with  Byelaws  which  had  been  adopted  on 
1st  September,  1958. 


Meat  Inspection. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or 
in  part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed  . 

2574 

222 

276 

4311 

5328  — 

Number  inspected . 

2574 

222 

276 

4311 

5328  — 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

50 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

498 

76 

— 

263 

240  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

19.4 

34.2 

.36 

7.26 

4.5  — 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

129 

31 

— 

— 

54  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

5.3 

14.0 

1.01  — 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

42 

4 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration  .... 

42 

4 

_ 

_ 

_  ______ 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  . 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ „  _____ 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
Cysticercosis  . 

1.67 

1.8 
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I  am  pleased  again  to  record  that  every  animal  i 
the  area  during  the  year  has  been  inspected,  despite 
slaughtering  takes  place  every  day  —  often  until  the 
hours. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  has  decreased  over  the  last  few 
years  and  this  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  national  policy  of  the 
tuberculin  testing  of  cattle  involving  the  removal  of  all  reactors. 
In  this  way  a  tubercle  free  herd  is  built  up. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  shows  a 
marked  increase.  This  disease  is  transmitted  from  cattle  to  man  by 
the  consumption  of  infected  beef  and  from  man  to  cattle  by 
contamination  of  pastures  and  drinking  water  with  sewage  or 
excreta  of  human  origin.  The  disease  was  not  found  in  this  country 
before  the  War  and  is  thought  to  have  been  introduced  by  tapeworm 
infected  foreigners  during  the  War. 


Slaughtermen. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  and 

Slaughter  of  Animals  ( Amendment )  Act.  1954. 

A  register  of  all  licensed  slaughtermen  is  kept  in  accordance 
with  the  above  Acts  and  the  number  so  licensed  is  15. 

During  the  year  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958,  was 
passed  and  comes  into  operation  in  January,  1959.  This  is  a 
consolidating  Act  which  replaces  most  of  the  existing  legislation  on 
the  subject. 


Unsound  Food  Surrendered: 


Baby  Food  .  49  tins 

Bacon  .  181b.  6  ozs. 

Beans  and  Sausages  .  1  tin 

Beef  .  725  lbs. 

Biscuits  .  79  lbs. 

Blancmanage  Powder  72  pkts. 

Boudoir  Sweets  .  11  pkts. 

Bread . 2  loaves 

Breakfast  Cereals  .  2  pkts. 

Cheese — cream .  435  boxes 

Cheese — processed  / 

natural  .  424  lbs. 

Chicken  . 2  jars 

Chocolate  .  41  £  lbs. 

Chocolate  Toffee  Bars..  2  gross 
Confectionery  .  81-J  lbs. 


Cockles  .  20  jars 

Cone  wafers .  300 

Corned  Beef  .  18  lbs. 

Cough  Balsam . 4  bottles 

Cream  .  22  tins 

Currants  .  16  lbs. 

Custard  Powder  .  24  pkts. 

Figs  .  1  pkt. 

Fish  .  232  tins 

Fishcakes  .  154  lbs. 

Fruit  .  1,100  tins 

Fruit  Juice  .  28  tins 

Fruit  Salts .  17  pkts. 

Ginger — ground  .  72  boxes 

Ginger — preserved .  1  jar 

Grapefruit  Juice  .  1  tin 
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Ham  . .  92  lbs. 

Hamburgers  .  1  tin 

Headache  powders  ....  25  pkts. 

Jam  .  47  lbs. 


Potatoes  .  6\  cwts. 

Potato  Crisps  .  17  pkts. 

Prunes  .  31J  lbs. 

Rice  Pudding .  33  tins 


Lambs  Liver  .  10  lbs. 

Lard  .  38  lbs. 

Margarine  .  20  lbs. 

Marmalade  .  9  lbs. 

Meat  .  625  tins 

Meat  Extract .  1  jar 

Meat  Pudding  .  8  tins 

Milk  .  256  tins 

Mincemeat .  1  jar 

Mussels  .  1  jar 

Mutton  . . 1J  lbs. 

Oats  .  2  lbs. 

Paste  .  22  jars 

Paste  .  147  tins 

Peanut  Butter . 26  jars 

Pease  Pudding  .  23  tins 

Pepper  (white) . 72  boxes 

Pickles  .  6  jars 

Pigs  Livers  .  3^  lbs. 

Plain  and  Self-Raising 

Flour  . 55  lbs. 

Popcorn  coated  with 

honey  .  9  pkts. 

Pork  .  29 \  lbs. 


Salad  Cream .  15  bottles 

Sandwich  Spread .  4  jars 

Sauce  . 9  bottles 

Sausages  (skinless)  .  2  lbs. 

Smoked  Salmon .  1  lb. 

Soup  .  95  tins 

Spaghetti  .  24  tins 

Spice  .  72  tins 

Starch  reduced  rolls  ....  1  pkt. 

Steak  Pudding  .  1  tin 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pie  . 5  tins 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pudding  4  tins 

Suet  .  24J  lbs. 

Sugar — granulated  .  8  lbs. 

Sugar — icing  .  l\  lbs. 

Syrup  .  17  tins 

Tea  .  1  lb. 

Tomato  juice  .  2  tins 

Tomato  ketchup . 2  bottles 

Tomato  puree  .  1  tin 

Treacle  .  10  tins 

Vegetables  .  1129  tins 

Walnuts  (pickled)  .  2  jars 

Wet  fish  .  77  lbs. 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

All  condemned  food  is  collected  by  the  department  and 
disposed  of  by  burying  on  the  Council’s  refuse  disposal  site. 

Meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouses  is  stained  before  release 


Legal  Proceedings. 

In  one  instance  during  the  year,  legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  under  Section  8  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  against 
a  firm  of  butchers  fro  the  sale  of  unfit  meat  to  a  school  canteen 
The  firm  concerned  pleaded  “not  guilty”  and  cited  their  shop 
manager  who  pleaded  “guilty”  and  was  fined  £5.  The  case  against 
the  firm  was  dismissed. 
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Ice  Cream  Samples. 

333  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  with  the  following  results:  — 


Ministry  of  Healths  Provisional  Grade 

No.  of  Samples 

Grade  I 

292 

Grade  II 

29 

Grade  III 

5 

Grade  IV 

7 

13  ice  lolly  samples  were  taken,  one  of  which  was  unsatis¬ 
factory.  Two  rinsings  from  server  water  were  also  taken,  the  first 
of  which  was  most  unsatisfactory.  A  second  sample  was  taken 
after  the  retailer  had  been  advised  to  use  a  sterilising  agent  and 
this  proved  satisfactory. 

The  standard  of  ice-cream  sold  within  the  area  throughout  the 
year  is  set  out  below :  — 

Total  Ministry  of  Health’s 

Producer  Samples  therefrom  Provisional  Grades  Quality 

I  II  III  IV 


A 

48 

31 

12 

3 

2 

Unsatisfactory 

B 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

C 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

D 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

E 

18 

17 

1 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

F 

79 

76 

3 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

G 

78 

72 

5 

1 

— 

Satisfactory 

H 

13 

6 

1 

1 

5 

Unsatisfactory 

I 

10 

9 

1 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

J 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

K 

78 

73 

5 

— 

— 

Satisfactory 

333 

292 

29 

5 

7 

Producer  “A”  is  situated  within  the  Urban  District.  The 
remaining  producers  manufacture  outside  the  area  but  retail  their 
supplies  within. 

The  48  samples  from  the  Thurrock  producer  came  within  the 
following  categories :  — 


Ministry  of  Health's  Provisional  Grade  No. 

Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 

Percentage  of  Grade  I  samples 
Percentage  of  Grade  I  and  II  samples  ... 
Percentage  of  Grade  III  samples 
Percentage  of  Grade  IV  samples 


of  Samples 
31 
12 
3 
2 

64.6% 

89.6% 

6.25% 

4.2% 
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I  am  glad  to  report  a  very  marked  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  during  1958,  the  percentage  of 
Grade  4  samples  having  been  almost  halved.  Only  two  such 
samples  were  produced  in  Thurrock  and  they  were  thought  to  be 
due  to  the  use  of  a  worn  roller  which  was  immediately  replaced. 

The  five  remaining  Grade  4  samples  were  from  a  producer 
outside  this  area  and  representations  on  a  number  of  occasions 
were  made  to  the  local  authority  concerned  who  promised  to  make 
a  thorough  investigation  into  the  reasons  for  these  unsatisfactory 
samples.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  this  report  no  further 
information  has  been  received. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  1955. 

During  the  year  special  attention  was  directed  to  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  these  Regulations  and  a  total  of  1,053  visits  and  revisits 
were  made  to  food  shops,  cafes,  factory  and  school  canteens. 

I  give  below  details  of  requirements  made  of  proprietors. 


REQUIREMENTS 

No.  OF 
INSTANCES 

Provision  of  wash  hand-basin  .... 

36 

99 

99 

sink 

•  •  .  • 

8 

9  9 

9  9 

soap 

13 

99 

99 

towels  .... 

16 

99 

99 

nailbrush 

20 

99 

99 

hot  water 

74 

99 

99 

cold  water 

37 

9  9 

9  9 

first  aid  equipment 

55 

9  9 

99 

means  of  ventilation 

2 

99 

99 

“Wash  your  Hands”  notice 

12 

99 

99 

impervious  surface  at  workbench 

10 

99 

99 

refuse  bin 

12 

99 

9  9 

accommodation  for  clothing 

20 

9  9 

99 

door  to  W.C.  lobby 

1 

99 

99 

drainage  channel 

1 

99 

99 

food  store 

1 

99 

99 

screen  for  exposed  foodstuffs 

1 

99 

99 

concrete  base  for  swill  bins 

1 

°9 

99 

bread  storage  receptable  .... 

.  .  .  . 

1 

Discontinuance  of  wrapping  open  food  in  newsprint 

1 

99 

storing  cleaning  equipment 

in 

food  preparation  room 

.... 

1 

99 

„  exposure  of  food 

•  •  •  • 

16 

99 

„  smoking 

•  •  •  • 

7 
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Cleansing  of  yard  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

,,  „  utensils  and  machinery  ....  ....  7 

„  „  sanitary  accommodation  ....  ....  4 

„  „  premises  ....  ....  ....  1 

„  „  gullies  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

„  „  gutters  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

„  „  walls  and  ceilings  ....  ....  109 

„  „  sink  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

„  „  windows  and  woodwork  ....  ....  4 

„  „  floor  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

„  „  food  store  ....  ....  ....  2 

„  ,,  Cooking  stove  ....  ....  ....  1 

„  „  yard  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

„  ..  fittings  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

„  W.C.  .  2 

Repair  of  roof  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

„  „  sink  waste  pipe  ....  ....  ....  2 

„  ,,  walls  and  ceilings  ....  ....  ....  27 

„  „  floors  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

„  „  W.C .  1 

„  „  gully  ....  ...  ....  ....  1 

„  „  tiled  splashboard  ....  ....  ....  3 

„  windows  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

„  „  water  heater  ....  ....  ....  1 

Resurfacing  yard  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Domestic  animals  to  be  kept  out  of  food  room  ....  1 

Renewal  of  sink  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

„  „  prover  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

„  „  worn  surface  to  work  bench  ....  3 

„  „  wash  basin  ....  ....  ....  1 

„  „  seat  to  W.C.  pan  ....  ....  ....  3 

„  „  W.C.  pan  ....  ....  ....  9 

„  „  gas  boiler  ....  ....  ....  1 

Removal  of  refuse  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Replacment  of  chipped  cups  ....  ....  ....  1 


The  standard  of  equipment  and  food  handling  in  school  and 
factory  canteens  is  excellent,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  the  same  is 
not  always  true  of  private  restaurants,  shops  and  bakehouses. 
Frequently  one  finds  the  lowest  standards  compatible  with  the 
Regulations.  In  some  cases  the  Regulations  themselves  are  at 
fault,  e.g.,  a  sink  or  “other  appliance”  is  required  and  this  “other 
appliance”  in  some  places  takes  the  form  of  a  bucket  or  bath. 
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Too  often,  traders  pay  great  attention  to  shops  and  dining 
rooms  which  are  visible  to  the  public  but  badly  neglect  premises 
'‘behind  the  scenes.” 

Among  food  handlers  themselves,  the  standard  is  not  always 
as  high  as  it  should  be  and,  in  addition,  smoking  is  still  observed 
despite  ihe  fact  that  several  warnings  have  been  issued.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  more  severe  measures  to  be  taken  to  deal  with  this 
undesirable  habit  on  the  part  of  food  handlers. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  public  are  not  discerning  or 
demanding  enough  from  a  hygiene  point  of  view.  Shops  observing 
good  standards  deserve  to  be  patronised  to  a  greater  degree  than 
those  whose  standards  are  poor.  In  this  way  the  conscientious 
trader  is  rewarded. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  16. 

The  records  show  that  there  were  235  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream  and  147  premises  registered 
for  the  manufacture  or  preservation  of  food  at  the  year’s  end. 

These  figures  include  25  premises  registered  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1957,  for  the  preparation  of 
potted  shrimps. 

During  the  year  registrations  in  the  case  of  four  premises  were 
revoked  for  failure  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  regarding  the  provision  of  a  constant  supplv 
of  hot  water. 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 

During  the  year  samples  were  taken  at  the  recommended  rate 
of  3  per  1,000  population  per  annum  and  I  am  indebted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  (T.  McLachlan,  Esq.,  A.C.G.F.C.,  F.R.I.C., 
M.I.Biol.)  for  the  following  report  on  the  analyses  of  samples  and 
other  relevant  matters  regarding  the  legislation  and  standards 
relating  to  food  and  drugs. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST. 

During  the  year  1958,  288  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were 
examined.  Of  these  55  samples  were  taken  formally  and  233 
informally. 

The  number  adulterated  or  incorrect  in  some  way  was  21.  The 
incidence  of  adulteration  may  be  classified  as  follows:  — 


Number  of  samples  Number  of  samples 


Milk 

Other  Foods  .... 
Drugs 


examined 

53 

220 

15 


adulterated 

1 

15 

5 
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A  sample  of  milk  contained  2.84  per  cent  of  fat  which  is 
5  per  cent  below  the  3.0  per  cent  required  by  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations,  1939. 

An  empty  bottle  containing  a  green  stain  was  submitted  for 
analysis,  because  several  bottles  of  milk  in  this  condition  had  been 
delivered  to  a  school.  The  stain  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  growth 
of  algae  (Protococcus  type  green  algae).  The  bottle  had  been 
improperly  washed  before  filling. 

A  sample  of  margarine  contained  16.4  per  cent  of  water  which 
is  in  excess  of  the  permitted  maximum  of  16.0  per  cent.  A  further 
sample  from  the  same  manufacturer  was  satisfactory. 

A  slice  of  bread  had  a  large  black  mark  in  the  centre  due  to 
gear  oil  and  iron  from  shafting  in  the  bakery,  and  a  bread  roll 
contained  a  piece  of  mouse  dirt  which  had  been  cooked  inside  the 
roll  when  it  was  made. 

Some  Buttered  Cheese  Spread  contained  only  27.9  per  cent 
of  fat.  Assuming  that  15  per  cent  of  butter  had  been  added,  the 
original  cheese  spread  could  have  contained  only  17.9  instead  of 
20  per  cent  fat.  Another  Cheese  Spread  had  a  profuse  growth  of 
yeast  on  the  surface  and  was  quite  unfit  for  sale. 

A  sample  of  sugar  contained  8.7  per  cent  of  table  salt,  but 
whether  this  was  contaminated  in  the  home  or  not  your  analyst 
could  not  say.  The  probability  was  that  it  was  due  to  an  accident 
in  the  home. 

Some  canned  Pineapple  Cubes  possessed  a  flavour  of  paraffin, 
probably  due  to  paraffin  used  on  the  original  tin  plate.  The  paraffin 
did  not  impart  any  harmful  properties  to  the  pineapple,  nor  was 
the  quantity  in  excess  of  that  permitted  under  the  Mineral  Oil  in 
Food  Regulations  and  the  sample  was  therefore  reported  as 
inferior. 

A  canned  Kidney  Soup  contained  only  9.5  per  cent  of  total 
solid  matter,  whereas  the  old  Canned  Soup  Order  required  a  meat 
soup  to  contain  not  less  than  12  per  cent  of  total  solids.  This 
sample  was  therefore  approximately  20  per  cent  deficient  in  total 
solid  matter. 

A  sample  of  Casserole  Steak  contained  69  per  cent  of  total 
meat.  Your  analyst  is  of  the  opinion  that  casserole  steak  must 
contain  not  less  than  75  per  cent  of  total  meat  and  this  sample  was 
therefore  8  per  cent  deficient  in  meat  content. 

The  label  of  a  Salmon  Paste  contravened  the  Labelling  of 
Food  Regulations  as  it  contained  0.72  per  cent  of  starch  not 
declared. 

Some  Salmon  with  Mayonnaise  was  also  incorrectly  labelled 
as  the  ingredients  were  disclosed  in  two  separate  parts  instead  of 
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giving  all  the  ingredients  in  one  list  naming  these  in  order  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  proportions  used  in  manufacture. 

A  product  labelled  as  Liver  and  Bacon  was  in  reality  rissoles 
or  croquettes,  and  should  be  so  described. 

A  Cherry  Cough  Balsam  was  fermenting  badly  on  receipt  due 
to  the  presence  of  yeasts  and  insufficient  sugar.  The  fermentation 
had  proceeded  so  far  that  the  product  contained  4.5  per  cent  v/v 
of  absolute  alcohol. 

A  Cough  Mixture  had  a  minor  error  in  the  labelling,  and 
Glycerin  Lemon  and  Honey  was  incorrectly  labelled  as  it  was 
stated  to  contain  Glycerin  1 4  per  cent.  Oil  of  Lemon  0.04  per  cent 
and  Purified  Honey  50  per  cent,  whilst  it  also  coniained  liquid 
glucose  25  per  cent  and  water  10  per  cent.  It  was  thus  not  a 
product  consisting  essentially  of  Glycerin,  Lemon  and  Honey. 

A  sample  of  Blackcurrant  Syrup  contained  only  0.015  per 
cent  w/w  of  ascorbic  acid  and  10  per  cent  of  fruit  juice,  and  did 
not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codex  for  Blackcurrant  Syrup.  Blackcurrant  cordial  has  been 
known  and  recognised  for  many  years  and  was  referred  to  in  the 
“Report  on  the  Composition  of  Commoner  British  Wines  and 
Cordials  (Alcoholic  and  Non-alcoholic)”  by  G.  C.  Hancock,  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1924.  Blackcurrant  syrup  is  a  much 
later  introduction  and  consists  essentially  of  a  solution  of  black¬ 
currant  juice  saturated  with  sugar.  It  was  recommended  during 
and  after  the  war  by  the  Ministries  of  Food  and  Health  for  dietetic 
purposes  for  the  feeding  of  children  and  has  been  included  in  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Codex  with  a  standard  for  vitamin  C 
content.  In  your  analyst’s  opinion  names,  which  have  been  accepted 
and  adopted  for  foods  for  dietetic  purposes,  should  not  be  permitted 
to  be  used  for  other  products  of  a  definitely  inferior  character 
particularly  when  they  bear  a  note  on  the  label  to  the  effect  that 
they  are  “concentrated.”  In  your  analyst’s  view  the  situation  is  very 
similar  to  that  of  the  adoption  of  a  trade  mark  for  some  other 
purpose  and  in  such  a  case  an  infringement  would  incur  a  heavy 
penalty. 

Another  sample  contained  only  8.2  mg.  of  Vitamin  C  per  100 
grams  of  Syrup. 

Some  Glucose  Tablets  were  incorrectly  labelled  as  the  label 
implied  that  they  contained  vitamins  whereas  none  was  present. 

A  Cough  Mixture  purported  to  disclose  its  formula  but  in 
reality  only  disclosed  about  10  per  cent  of  its  ingredients,  and  then 
added  “Vehicul.  ad  100.”  Each  of  the  ingredients  of  the  vehicle 
and  the  proportions  present  must  be  named  if  a  medicine  discloses 
its  composition,  but  it  is  only  necessary  to  give  a  list  of  the  “active 
constituents”  on  the  label  of  a  bottle  of  medicine. 
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NEW  LEGISLATION 

The  year  1958  probably  witnessed  less  fresh  legislation  for 
food  and  drug  administration  than  any  year  since  the  outbreak  of 
the  1939  war.  It  would  appear  that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture. 
Fisheries  and  Food  has  more  to  think  about  than  he  can  manage 
at  the  present  time  and  since  there  is  almost  invariably  a 
tremendous  amount  of  controversy  about  any  fresh  legislation,  the 
Minister  probably  feels  that  the  safest  policy  is  to  do  little. 


The  Public  Health  (Preservatives  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations. 

The  most  important  changes  affected  the  Preservations 
Regulations.  The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food) 
(Amendment)  Regulations,  1958,  and  The  Public  Health  (Preser¬ 
vatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  (Amendment  No.  2)  Regulations,  1958, 
permit  the  treatment  of  certain  fruit  with  anti-mould  agents.  Fruit 
has  for  long  caused  trouble  owing  to  its  perishable  nature  and 
consequent  attack  by  moulds  between  collection  and  consumption. 
With  greater  dependance  on  foreign  imports  and  with  the  food  laws 
of  other  countries  permitting  what  are  considered  to  be  harmless 
quantities  of  preservatives  on  the  skins  of  fruits,  this  country  has 
been  more  or  less  forced  to  come  into  line.  As  a  result  the  fruits 
named  below  may  now  contain  the  following  added  preservatives : 

Citrus  fruits. 


Diphenyl 

or 

Orthophenylphenol 

Orthophenylphenol  in 
Apples,  Pears  and 
Pineapples, 

Peaches, 

Melons, 


not  more  than  100  parts  per  million, 
not  more  than  70  parts  per  million  of 
proportionate  quantities  of  the  two  together. 

not  more  than  10  parts  per  million, 

not  more  than  20  parts  per  million, 
not  more  than  125  parts  per  million. 


and  foods  made  with  any  of  these  fruits  may  contain  proportionate 
quantities  of  these  permitted  preservatives,  except  that  foods 
containing  melon  may  not  contain  more  than  10  parts  of 
orthophenylphenol  for  every  million  parts  of  melon  in  the  food.  It 
is  difficult  to  understand  why  melons  are  permitted  to  be  treated 
with  125  parts  per  million  of  orthophenylphenol.  The  skin  of 
melons,  like  that  of  the  related  squash  families,  is  hard,  and  there¬ 
fore  more  resistant  to  attack  than  that  of  many  other  fruits,  but 
the  melon  is  a  very  juicy  fruit  and  many  consumers  of  melon  are 
apt  to  spoon  up  the  juice  from  their  plates,  thereby  consuming  a 
large  proportion  of  the  preservative.  It  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
realised,  moreover,  that  the  area  of  the  skin  of  a  fruit  is  proportional 
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to  the  square  of  the  radius,  whereas  the  weight,  or  volume,  is  more 
or  less  proportional  to  the  cube  of  the  radius,  so  that  the  larger  the 
fruit  the  less  should  be  the  quantity  of  preservative  in  parts  per 
million  required  to  cover  the  area  of  the  skin. 

The  Antioxidant  in  Food  Regulations,  1958. 

These  regulations  provide  for  the  sale  and  importation  of 
certain  foods,  which  contain  propyl,  octyl,  and  dodecyl  gallates, 
butylated  hydroxyanisole  and  butylated  hydroxytoluene  within 
certain  limits.  Essentially  these  regulations  permit  the  addition  of 
these  compounds  to  anhydrous  edible  oils  and  fats,  to  vitamin  oils 
and  concentrates,  to  butter  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  to 
essential  oils  a!nd  their  flavouring  constituents.  Since  ingredients 
are  allowed  to  contain  anti-oxidants  provision  is  made  for  the 
resultant  foods  to  do  so.  With  our  present  knowledge  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  determine  the  quantity  of  anti-oxidants  in 
oils  and  the  difficulty  of  doing  so  in  prepared  foods  is  much  greater. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  discussion  as  to  whether 
legislation  should  or  should  not  be  enacted  before  it  is  capable  of 
being  fully  implemented,  but  if  one  were  always  to  adopt  the 
practice  that  legal  requirements  must  follow  the  development  of 
scientific  knowledge  to  enable  their  ready  enforcement,  food  laws 
would  lag  even  further  behind  than  they  do  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  generally  found  that  science  manages  to  catch  up  with 
legislation  and  public  analysts  owe  much  to  the  willing  help 
received  from  their  colleagues  in  industrial  laboratories  for 
information  on  some  of  these  delicate  matters. 

Labelling  of  F ood  (Amendment)  Regulations ,  1958. 

This  amendment  revokes  Article  8  (d)  of  the  Labelling  of  Food 
Order,  so  that  alcoholic  cocktails  need  no  longer  contain  40  per 
cent  of  Proof  Spirit  but  they  will  need  to  be  labelled  with  the 
quantity  of  spirit  which  is  present. 

Copper  in  Foods. 

The  Ministers  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  of 
Health  duly  considered  the  Report  of  the  Food  Standards 
Committee  and  decided  not  to  issue  any  fresh  Regulation,  but 
recommended  limits,  which  they  hope  will  be  adopted.  In  general 
it  has  been  found  that  recommendations  of  this  type  are  accepted 
for  enforcement  purposes  and  are  not  disputed  by  trade  interests. 

Tea  Examination. 

Greater  vigilance  is  necessary  regarding  the  purity  of  tea 
following  the  issue  of  Circular  FSH  16/58,  informing  Local 
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Authorities  that  H.M  Customs  and  Excise  have  discontinued 
sampling  tea  on  importation  for  adulteration  and  unfitness,  but  it 
is  not  anticipated  that  this  will  cause  any  inconvenience  to  normal 
sampling  and  analysis. 

The  Therapeutic  Substances  (Supply  of  Substances  for  Analysis) 
Regulations ,  795$. 

These  regulations  came  into  force  as  the  result  of  an  over¬ 
sight  in  the  drafting  of  the  Therapeutic  Substances  Act,  1956,  and 
enabled  public  analysts  and  others  likely  to  be  responsible  for 
testing  products  containing  antibiotics  to  obtain  samples  for  control 
and  for  test. 


Article 


Number  adulterated,  etc. 
Informal  Formal  Total  Formal  Informal  Total 


Almonds,  ground  1  — 

Banana  flavoured  Curd  1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  1 

Biscuits  3  — 

Bread  2  — 

Butter  2  — 

Cake  1  — 

Cake  Decorations  1 

Chicken,  minced  in  jelly  1 

Chicken  Pie  1  — 

Chocolate  Beverage  1 

Citric  Acid  1  — 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  1 
Colouring  cochineal  1 

Confectionery  39  — 

Cream  2  — 

Custard  Powder  1  — 

Fish  Cakes  1  — 

Fish,  canned  7  — 

Fish  Paste  1  — 

Flavouring,  Almond  1 

Flour  2  — 

Fruit,  canned  7  — 

Fruit,  dried  4  — 

Fruit,  fresh  1  — 

Fruit,  glace  1  — 

Fruit,  juice  6  — 

Fruit,  syrups  2  — 

Gelatine  1  — 
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Number  adulterated,  etc. 

Article  Informal  Formal  Total  Formal  Informal  Total 


Herbs,  dried  Thyme  1  — 

Ice  Cream  2  — 

Icing  1  — 

Ice  Lolly  1  — 

Jam  6  — 

Jelly  4  — 

Lemon  Curd  1  — 

Macaroni  1  — 

Margarine  5  2 

Marmalade  1  — 

Marzipan  Fruits  1  — 

Meat,  canned  9  — 

Meat,  minced  fresh  2 

Meat  Paste  2 

Meat  Pasties  1  — 

Meat  Pudding  5  — 

Milk  —  53 

Milk,  canned  1  — 

Milk,  evaporated  1 

Milk  Powder  1  — 

Milk  Shake  Powder  1 

Milk  Shake  Syrup  1 

Milk  Bottled,  stained  1 

Mincemeat  4  — 

Mustard  1  — 

Non-Brewed  Condiment  1 

Onions,  pickled  1  — 

Paste,  fish  3  — 

Peanut  Butter  1  — 

Pepper  1  — 

Pease  Pudding  2  — 

Peel,  candied  3  — 

Pickles  1  — 

Pie,  fruit  1  — 

Potato  Straw  1  — 

Pudding,  Christmas  2  — 

Ravioli  1  — 

Rice  Pudding,  canned  1 

Salad  Cream  2  — 

Salt  1  — 

Sauce  4  — 

Sausages  3  — 


1  — 

2 

1  — 

1 

6  — 

4  — 

1  — 

1 

7 

1 

1 

9 

2 

2 

1 

5  — 

53  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 
1 
1 
1 

9  _ 

.w 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3  — 


1  1 

2  2 


1 


1  1 


1  1 
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.A 

Number  adulterated,  etc. 

Article  Informal  Formal  Total  Formal  Informal  Total 


Soft  Drinks  10  — 

Soup,  canned  3  — 

Soup  Tablet  1 

Spices : 

Curry  Powder  2  — 

Ginger,  ground  2 

Nutmeg,  ground  1 

Spice,  mixed  1  — 

Spice,  pickling  1  — 

Spinach,  canned  1  — 

Sponge  Pudding,  canned  1 

Spread,  Buttered  Cheese  1 

Spread,  Cheese  2  — 

Spread,  savoury  1 

Spread,  sweet  1  — 

Stuffing.  Sage  and  Onion  1 

Sugar  1  — 

Tapioca  1  — 

Tea  4  — 

Tomato  Juice  1  — 

Turkey  minced  in  jelly  1 

Vegetables,  canned,  peas  3 

Vinegar  1  — 

Drugs : 

Ammoniated  Tincture  of 

Quinine  1  — 

Aspirins,  children  1 

Chocolate  Laxative  1 

Cough  Balsam  1  — 

Cough  Mixture  2 

Glucose  Tablets  1  — 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and 
Honey  1  — 

Linctus  Codeine  1 

Lung  Tonic  1  — 

Pectorial  Balsam  1 

Quinine  Compound 
Tablets  1  — 

Sulphur  Tablets  1  — 

Throat  Lozenges  2  — 


10 

3  — 

1 

2  — 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  — 

2  — 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 
1 
3 
1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 


1  1 
1  1 
1  1 


1  1 


1  1 

2  2 

1  1 

1  1 


233  55  288 


1  20  21 
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Action  Taken  on  Unsatisfactory  Samples 

Milk :  Producers  were  informed  of  the  Analyst’s  comment.  Further 
samples  taken  were  well  above  the  legal  limit  in  fat  content. 
Warning  letter  sent  to  producer/ retailer. 

Empty  Milk  Bottle:  A  warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  dairy  con¬ 
cerned. 

Margarine:  Manufacturers  were  informed  of  the  Analyst’s  com¬ 
ments.  Further  samples  were  taken  and  proved  satisfactory. 

Loaf :  A  warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  bakers. 

Bread  Roll:  Legal  action  inadvisable  as  the  purchaser  refused  to 
give  evidence.  Warning  letter  sent  to  baker  concerned. 

Buttered  Cheese  Spread :  No  action  was  taken  in  this  case. 

Cheese  Spread :  The  whole  of  the  consignment  from  which  the 
sample  was  taken  was  returned  to  the  manufacturers. 

Sugar :  This  sample  was  the  subject  of  a  complaint.  The 
complainant  was  unable  to  produce  the  packet  and  the  supplier 
could  offer  no  explanation  for  the  contamination.  No  further 
complaints  were  received  and  in  the  light  of  the  available  evidence 
it  would  appear  that  the  contamination  probably  occurred  in  the 
complainant’s  home. 

Pineapple  Cubes:  No  action  was  taken  in  this  case.  Paraffin 
content  within  the  legal  limit. 

Kidney  Soup :  Manufacturer’s  attention  called  to  Public  Analyst’s 
comment  but  no  further  action  possible  in  absence  of  a  statutory 
standard. 

Casserole  Steak :  No  action  was  taken  in  this  case.  No  legal 
standard. 

Salmon  Paste :  Importer  making  arrangements  with  the  producers 
for  the  label  to  be  amended. 

Salmon  with  Mayonnaise :  The  manufacturers  agreed  to  submit  a 
new  draft  labei  to  Public  Analyst  for  his  comments. 

Liver  and  Bacon:  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  original 
packages  of  this  product  had  been  correctly  labelled  as  “Liver 
and  Bacon  Croquettes”  but  the  retailer  had  omitted  to  label  them 
as  such.  Retailer  requested  to  display  correct  label. 

Winter  Cherry  Cough  Balsam :  Retailer  voluntarily  surrendered 
the  remainder  of  his  stock. 

Cough  Mixture:  The  manufacturers  agreed  to  amend  the  label. 

Glycerin ,  Lemon  and  Honey :  Manufacturers  agreed  to  amend  the 
label. 

Blackcurrant  Syrup :  (2  Samples).  No  action  possible  as  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  this 
product  conforms  to  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Soft  Drinks 
Order. 

Glucose  Tablets :  The  carton  to  be  reprinted. 

Cough  Mixture:  This  was  old  stock  and  the  label  has  since  been 
amended. 
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SECTION  “F” 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


DISEASE 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

167 

I 

Dysentery 

92 

4 

— 

Pneumonia 

104 

4 

43 

Infective  Hepatitis 

12 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

43 

— 

— 

Measles 

533 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

15 

12 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

132 

3 

(Paralytic) 

1 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis. 

4 

4 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

GROUPS. 
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The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurring  in  this 
area  is  not,  except  in  the  case  of  measles,  unduly  high  and  the 
modern  trend  not  to  admit  the  vast  majority  of  cases  to  hospital 
will  be  noted. 

The  production  of  antibiotics  has  altered  the  treatment  of 
many  of  these  diseases,  which  fact  is  instanced  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  pneumonia.  Out  of  104  cases  only  4  were  admitted  to 
hospital. 


Food  Poisoning.  &c. 

The  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning,  dysentery,  etc.,  still 
causes  a  great  deal  of  work  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  more 
especially  as  before  the  patient  or  contacts,  in  the  case  of  food 
handlers,  return  to  work,  two  negative  swabs  are  required. 

During  the  year  16  persons  were  excluded  from  work  and  in 
one  case  compensation  for  loss  of  earnings  was  paid  in  accordance 
with  Section  99  of  the  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1952. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  faecal  swabs  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  department  to  the  laboratory  at  Orsett  Hospital. 


No. 

Taken 

Negative 

Positive 

Shigella  Sonnei 

Salm.  Typhi-murium 

85 

60 

24 

I 
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Public  Health  ( Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
Public  Health  Act ,  1936,  Section  172. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  above  headings. 

TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases  and  Mortality 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’ry 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’ry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5 

1 

2 

■ 

... 

... 

... 

. 

... 

... 

5-14  yrs- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  « 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

15-24  „ 

4 

15 

... 

1 

... 

I 

1 

... 

25-44 .. 

21 

11 

I 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

45-64  „ 

6 

1 

... 

... 

1 

3 

1 

... 

65  up- 

wards 

4 

1 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

36 

30 

1 

1 

5 

4 

2 

' 

... 
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SECTION  “G” 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1948 
Inspections  Made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


PREMISES 

Number 

on 

Register 

N  umber  of 
Inspec-  Written 
tions  Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority  .... 

27 

6 

, _ 

— 

(n)  Factories  (not  included  in 
(i)  above)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(lii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises 

288 

83 

12 

— - 

Totals  .... 

315 

89 

12 

— 

Cases  in  which  Defects 

were  Found 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in  which 

PARTICULARS 

Referred 

prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

8 

2  — 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperatures  .... 

— 

—  — 

1 

■ — 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.)  .... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors.... 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.l):  — 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

1 

—  — 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

3  — 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  .... 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

(not  including  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork) 

3 

1  1 

2 

— 

Totals  .... 

21 

7  1 

6 

— 

Outworkers. 

A  register  of  outworkers  resident 

in  the  district  is 

kept,  the 

number  so  registered  being  66, 
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SECTION  “H” 

SHOPS,  ETC.,  INSPECTION 

Legislation  in  Force. 

Shops  Acts,  1950. 

Young  Persons  (Employment  Act,  1938). 

Weekly  Half  Holiday  Orders. 

(1)  Grays  Thurrock  —  Wednesday. 

Art  Needlework  Dealers,  Boot  Dealers,  Corn  Dealers,  Drapers, 
Dealers  in  Fancy  Goods,  Furnishers,  Outfitters,  Grocers,  Iron¬ 
mongers,  Jewellers,  Nurserymen,  Oil  and  Colour  Merchants, 
Ships  Candlers,  Sewing  Machine  Dealers,  Stationers,  Wardrobe 
Dealers,  Harness  Makers,  Butchers,  Chemists  and  Hairdressers. 
Exemptions: —  Photographers,  Dealers  in  photographic  goods. 

(2)  South  Ockendon  —  Wednesday. 

All  trades  not  exempted  by  Act,  Stationers,  Corn  and  Coal 
Dealers. 

(3)  South  Ockendon  —  Thursday. 

Stationers. 

Exemptions :  —  Corn  and  Coal  Merchants. 

(4)  Stanford-le-Hope  —  Wednesday. 

All  trades  except  those  exempted  by  the  Act,  together  with 
Furniture  Dealers,  Hairdressers,  Outfitters  and  Watchmakers. 

(5)  Purfleet  and  Langdon  Hills. 

All  shops  exempt  from  closing. 

(6)  Tilbury  —  Wednesday. 

Hairdressers. 

(7)  Fobbing. 

Coal  and  Coke  Merchants  exempted, 

Closing  Orders. 

(1)  Grays  Thurrock  —  Monday.  Tuesday  and  Thursday  7  p.m., 

Friday  8  p.m.,  Saturday  9  p.m. 

Art  Needlework  Dealers,  Bakers.  Boot  and  Shoe  Merchants. 
Butchers,  Chemists.  China  and  Glass  Merchants,  Corn 
Merchants,  Dairymen,  Drapers.  Furnishers,  Gents’  Outfitters. 
Ironmongers  and  Hardware  Merchants.  Jewellers,  Oil  and 
Colour  Merchants,  Photographers.  Sewing  Machine  Agents 
and  Stationers. 
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(2)  North  and  South  Stilford,  West  and  Little  Thurrock. 
Tobacconists  —  Weekdays  9.30  p.m.,  Saturday  10  p.m. 


Sunday  Trading  Exemptions. 


Parts  of  Grays  (Old 
High  Street  from 
Market  Place  to 
Grays  Beach). 


Photographic  requisites. 
Sale  of  articles  for  bath¬ 
ing  or  fishing,  toys, 
souvenirs,  fancy  goods, 
books,  stationery,  photo¬ 
graphs,  reproductions  & 
postcards. 


9  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
1st  June  -  19th 
September. 


I  am  glad  to  say  that,  during  the  year,  it  has  been  possible  to 
devote  more  attention  to  this  branch  of  the  department’s  work. 


Some  314  inspections  were  carried  out  resulting  in  the  service 
of  54  notices,  made  up  as  follows :  — 

Provision  of  various  Shops  Act  Forms  ....  23 


Weekly  Half  Holiday  Closing  ....  ....  2 

Observance  of  Sunday  Trading....  ....  12 

Provision  or  rebuilding  of  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  ....  ....  ....  5 

Provision  of  seats  for  females  ....  ....  3 

Provision  of  adequate  heating  ....  ....  8 

Provision  of  lighting  in  W.C.s .  ....  1 


Complaints  were  received  regarding  alleged  unfair  trading  on 
Sundays  and  certain  parts  of  the  area  were  systematically  inspected 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  extent  to  which  this  practice  was 
being  carried  on. 

Several  infringements  were  discovered  and  at  all  shops  a 
pamphlet  was  left  giving  details  of  articles  which  may  be  sold  on  a 
Sunday.  Section  1  (b)  of  the  Fifth  Schedule  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
is,  however,  so  unsatisfactorily  worded  that,  having  regard  to  Case 
Law,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  decide  what  food  may  or  may  not 
be  sold  on  Sundays.  There  is  urgent  need  for  clarification  of  the 
law  on  this  subject. 


In  addition,  the  Shops  Act  should,  in  my  view,  be  amended  so 
as  to  bring  vehicles  into  line  with  shops.  At  the  present  time  it 
would  appear  that  such  vehicles  are  exempt  from  the  hours  of 
Closing  imposed  on  Shopkeepers. 
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